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Leo VI died in 912, leaving an infant son known to
posterity as the Emperor Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus
(912-59), to whose scholarly industry we owe much of our
knowledge of medieval Byzantium. In 920 the admiral
Romanus Lecapenus, succeeding where others had already
failed, seized the supreme power, and was invested with the
imperial title, legitimating himself in some degree by marry-
ing his daughter to the youthful Constantine. Public opinion
was exasperated by subsequent insults to the representative
of the Macedonian house, and with its support Constantine
was eventually able to drive out the usurping family (945).
The series of Byzantine triumphs in the East starts from
this time, but it is doubtful whether it owed much to the
personal efforts of Constantine VII. During the earlier part
of the tenth century the Bulgarian problem had monopolized
attention. Simeon, whose armies had more than once occu-
pied the outskirts of the capital, died in 927. Under the rule
of his son Peter (927—68) amicable relations were re-
established, and Romanus Lecapenus, who had skilfully
defended Byzantine interests in Europe, had been able to
divert his forces in order to attack Rome's principal enemy
in Asia. Here the continual frontier warfare of cavalry raids,
ruses, and reprisals was breeding a race of brilliant leaders,
whose sound strategy and tactical successes were steadily
laying the foundations for the great advance. Chief among
these was Nicephorus Phocas (Emperor 963-9), whose
capture of Crete (961) restored at one stroke the Byzantine
supremacy at sea which had been lost for 150 years. Four
years later Cyprus was retaken, and the fall of Tarsus at
length placed Cilicia in the power of Byzantium. All was
now ready for the invasion of Syria, and the rich, strongly-
walled centres of Muslim commerce fell before the conquer-
ing armies of Nicephorus. In 969 the great city of Antioch,
one of the jewels of the old Roman Empire, and further
ennobled by its Apostolic see, was stormed by the Byzantine
troops. Aleppo was taken and became a vassal state, and
north Syria once more, after a lapse of three centuries,
returned to Roman rule.
The prestige of the Empire was now at its height, and the
results were seen not only in Asia. To the demands of Otto I,

